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Cauuug*]hnt With My Pants Down...Literally

by Derek Vohs, Mahhashini

| never guessed, on the morning of January 17, that the next 24
hourswould be morefrightening than anything I’ d ever experienced.
The day started out early, as usual, around 6am. On this particular
morning, it seemed that | would need to make one of my, as of late,
rare latrine appearances.

My latrine has two sides, one for Gogo and Sisi, and the other
reserved for my use. Just inside, above the door, is a support plank.
The plank is just wide enough to use as a shelf where | put toilet
paper, hand sanitizer and yes, baby wipes (what can | say, | liketo
avoid that “not so fresh” feeling).

Anyway, when | finished up, | reached for the baby wipes which
sit in the upper right hand corner. Once | had the bag open and got
what | needed, | felt somewater splash on my face. My first instinct
wasto ook above my head to seeif the roof wasleaking. It wasn't,
so | proceeded to seal up the bag, at which point | had more water
splashed at me, but thistime in my eye. It till hadn’t hit me what
was happening until | got the third and final splash, in the other
eye... and then | knew.

As| grabbed for my eyes, which were now burning, | heard very
distinctly aloud and not so distant hissing sound, which was exactly
what | had feared. Upon hearing this worst possible of sounds, |
instinctually dropped to the ground, knees to chest, assuming a po-
sition similar to that of atoddler who hasfilled their diaper. Luck-
ily, I had aready taken care of that part. Squatting, shorts around
my anklesand justifiably terrified, | wasafraidtolook up so |l didn't.
Instead, | slowly reached for the latch on the door and in one big

shuffled out on my hands and

) i ] gust, pushed the door open and
luside this Sajo

knees while reaching to pull up
. my shorts.
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photo by Jacque Eisenberg
PCV Derek Vohs recovers from a blast in the eyes from a
South African Rinkhals Cobra.
So, trying my best to think straight, | first went inside to grab the

eyewash from the PC medical kit. Having flushed my eyes a bit,
which seemed to hurt even worse, | took a few Sudafed (antihista-
mine), in case | should start to have breathing issues and then went
back to the latrine where | tried to assist the slaying of the snake,
which proved too challenging considering | couldn’t see very well.
I'll spare the details of the actual slaying and just mention that my
latrine now has a lot more holes and missing pieces than it did be-
fore.

We then put the still-writhing snake into a plastic container and
covered it, at which point, | decided out of anger, that it would be a
great idea to slam the container against awood post. The container
shattered, leaving the snake writhing around on the ground. So now,
my anger level beginsto reach new heights; enough so that | grab the
snake off the ground and by the tail and begin to beat it over aflat
rock in afashion similar to cracking awhip, only faster and slightly
more violent.

Once | got the snake contained again | gathered it with my essen-
tials and headed toward the road where | was sure | was going to
have to walk a minimum of a half an hour to get transport. On this
particular day, like so many other days post rainstorm, we had no
network at site, which to me meant that | might either die or go blind
trying to get transport to Mankayane, a minimum hour trip.

As luck would have it, a bread truck happened along just at the
right time, but it seemed he didn’t want to stop. | wasn't goingto die
because a bread truck didn’t want to stop, so | stood in the road with
my counterpart’s brother, who had accompanied me to the station.
Reluctantly and not without negotiation, they agreed to take me to
the nearest station where, in 5 minutes time, | caught a kombi to
Mankayane.

My eyesight grew worse as did the pain, the swelling, and the run-
ning nose | was experiencing. | got to the busrank 40 minutes|ater,
where and when Daynese called me, but | needed to alight from the

kombi to hear what she was saying because the music was too loud.
(Continued on page 5)
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A very big “SANIBONANI" to al PCVs out there! Its good to have everyone safely back
from holiday and | hope great memories were made over these past holidays.

As we start the year, | wish to formally inform al PCVs that PC Swaziland has a new
transportation policy which was approved by PC HQ at the beginning of January. This new
transportation policy is post specific and seeks to address transportation safety and security
issues. Copies of the transportation policy will be made available to PCV's on February 15,
during the Avian Flu briefing at Emafini with a briefing on the EAPto follow.

On another note, | wish to advise PCV sto make an effort to buy SIM cardsfor countriesthat
they visit. Visiting PCVswere involved in akombi accident in Mozambique in December and
could only call for help because one of them had bought a Mozambique SIM card. PCVs may
seek help of the PCMO of PC countriesthey may be visiting should they runinto life threaten-
ing situations whilst visiting those countries. Contact numbers for PCMOs, SSCs and Duty
Officers of various PC countries will be distributed to PCV's at Emafini on February 15",

SNAKES are very much a part of Swazi summersand | wish to advise PCVsto be weary of
them. Keep away from bushy areas and keep the grass around your houses cut. Use acloth or
even apiece of wood or old newspapers to close openings at the bottom of you door. Itisalso
advisableto buy CapeAloe Lump crystalsat the chemist, mix it with water and spray/ sprinkle
the solution at the edges of your family compound. This serves to repel snakes from your
home and house.

| am aso in the process of fitting lightening rods for Group 2 PCVs. | have asked PCVsto
assist mein finding out if their families are okay with PC installing a lightening rod on their
premises. Some people have responded and others have not. | wish to make afinal request to
the Group 2 PCVs to give me the responses from their families Please advise your families
and livestock to keep away from the lightening rod when there is lightening activity in the
area.

Asiphephe emnyakeni lomushal

Lets be safe in the new year!
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In Brief

FOREIGN SERVICE
WRITTEN EXAM

The Foreign Service Exam will be
given on April 8, 2006. You MUST
REGISTER on line by March 1.
Registration materials can be found
@www.careers.state.gov.
SWAZILAND VOLLEYBALL

The Swaziland National Volleyball
Association would like to help you
bring volleyball to your community.
Send a letter requesting support and
how your community would benefit to:
Swaziland National Volleyball Assn.
P.O. Box 1818, Mbabane H100
(268) 404-7583

M CAT
Online Registration for the April 22,
2006 MCAT isopen. You canonly get
the fee waived if you submit your
parents' last year tax returns through
AMCAS.
NEW OFFICE SECURITY
PROCEDURES

Office security has been upgraded. At
the office entrance, you must ring the
door bell and the receptionist will open
the first outside door. Remember to
signin!!!

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18)

Dramais your forte, but this month leaves
alot to be desired in the days of your lives.
So remain Young and Restless! Happy birth-
day!

Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20)

You are a water sign so try and stay cool
this month. Don’'t evaporate! Remember to
Hydrate! Hydrate! Hydrate!

Aries(Mar 21- Apr 19)

When it comes to information you are a
sharer but don’t be too loose lipped or it may
come back to bite you in the butt!

Taurus(Apr 20-May 20) All youdesireis
tolivelifeat aslower pace but be careful what
you wish for; keeping busy keeps you sane!

Gemini (May 21- Jun2l)

You are an air sign and your mood may
change with the wind so be prepared cause
thisis Storm Season!

Cancer (Jun22- Jul22)

You love life at home this month,
especially bantfwana bakho. Treasure your
time with these kids. Phatsela emaswesties!

Leo (Jul23- Aug 22)

Theyear may have started out rocky but its
gonna be a great one so fasten your seatbelt
(if oneisavailable) and hold on for dear life.

Miss Coo’sHlonthlyBHorror’scopes

Virgo (Aug 23- Sep22)

You are an earth sign, so whiletherainis
still upon us embrace the soil and plant a
garden. It's constructive! Don't forget your
sunscreen! PS eat something!

Libra (Sep 23- Oct23)

You have tons of energy this month so do
all you can before afunk setsin. Oh yeah
put down those trashy novelsand pick up
something nonfiction for a change

Scorpio (Oct 24- Nov 21)

You are loved by all but they won't admit
it. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Rock!

Sagittarius (Nov 22- Dec21)

Seemingly comfortable situations are be-
coming turbulent in 2006. Embrace the
rough waters and grab your life vest!

Capricorn (Dec 22- Jan19)

Your misleading exterior has kept some
from knowing the real you, but soon most
will discover your personality ismuch more
complex.
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Divector s Chat w/Fattic Austin, CD

Hi to al PCVs. | hope that you are al aware of the Vaentine's
Day reception at the CD Residence to meet the new APCD Susan

Olson and to have some sweet treats. | am also inviting Ambassa- g
dor Lucke, the US government HIV/AIDS coordinator Christine . <
Stevens and USAID Behavior Change Specialist Daniel Halperin -

so you will have achanceto speak with them aswell. Thereception
isfrom 2-4 PM on Feb. 14 with transport from the PCO beginning
at 1:30. Volunteers are asked to overnight at Emafini and stay inthe
morning for arequired medical session as well as PST, SS, admin
updates.

The upcoming months will be busy as we plan for PST in June. We have lots of PCV
trainings ongoing in February such as Warden training, CHAPS, and continuing Life
skills and Girls Mentoring Program activities.

| have been participating in planning and writing the US Government 5 year strategy for
HIV/AIDS prevention, mitigation and care and support in Swaziland. This document will
lay out the challenges in SZ and the program efforts that US government agencies will
undertake using fundsfrom OGA C (Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator) and PEPFAR.
The Peace Corps portion may be expanded to include moneys for small grant projects
administered locally thus cutting out delays in request/receipt of moneys. | will keep you
advised of any news regarding increased funding.

The 45" Anniversary of the Peace Corps will take place on March 1. As part of the
celebration, | have been talking with the Public Diplomacy Office at the Embassy and
hopeto arrangeradio and TV interviewswith PCV sto discusstheir experiences/activities
while in Swaziland. Many of these interviews will bein Siswati. | will be asking volun-
teers to participate but if you are interested please let me know. If anyone would like to
write an article for the local press, | invite you to do so but please speak with me first.

WHAT'SIT LIKE? By Cliff Okada, PCV

Thismonth’stopic: What’sit liketo beamarried couple as PCV’sin the Swaz?

Desiree and Lewis give us an insight into their marriage with my interview titled:
“The Pro’sand Con’s of being married (in Swaziland)”

Pro: “| get to shaya (beat) her seven times daily!” —says Lewis, proudly.

Con: “Seven beatingsaday...” —says Desiree, with a (fake) sigh.

Pro: “When you have ahot dream, you can roll over and act on it.” —says Lewisto my
delight.

Con: “Fighting over money, making financial decisions as a couple” —says both.

Pro: “Thereis always someone to talk to” —says Desiree

“Psychosocial support” —says both, in synch

(Thisiswhere | say thisis getting too serious; back to the beating stories, | say.)

Con: “Wewrestlein bed and | always get my butt kicked.” —says Lewis

(So the truth comes out. We see who does the beatings...)

Con: “Umfati wami uyavilaphal... ‘why doesn’t your wife wash your clothes?” —a
stupid comment that Lewis says he hasto deal with.

(In which my response would be, why don’t you wash your own clothesto begin with...)

Pro: “It's easier to cook for two” —says Lewis

Con: “Lewis doesn’'t cook!” —says Desiree

(Lewis sreplyis, “ | do cook!...popcorn sometimes...”)

Pro: “I have a surefire answer to ‘why don’t you find more wives?, | answer, ‘one
wallet, one heart, one umfati (wife)!’” —says Lewis

Con: “Noromance...” —says Desiree

(Okay, | say, one last pro and one last con.)

Pro: “hmm...how about, | am overwhelmed with temptation.” —says Lewis

(Um, how isthat a pro?)

Con: “l can't get laid.” —says Desiree
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From the Peace Cor ps Website

Peace Corps Announces Top
Volunteer-Producing
Colleges and Universities

Every year, thousands of college gradu-
atestravel acrossthe globeto assist those
they have never met as Peace Corps vol-
unteers. For the 20th year in a row, the
University of Wisconsin at Madison takes
the top spot with 104 volunteers serving
inthefield, making it the No. 1 producer
of Peace Corpsvolunteers. However, the
University of Washington is not far be-
hind with 102 alumni located around the
world as Peace Corpsvolunteers. Among
medium-sized schools, the University of
Virginiaagain claimed theNo. 1 spot with
80 volunteers. And for the first time,
Dartmouth College takes the top spot for
small schools with 37 alumni currently
serving as volunteers.

“The willingness of so many people to
use their degrees and life experiences to
sharewith other culturesisacommitment
no one should overlook,” said Director
Vasguez. “ Thereisno single path to suc-
cess. But those who leave a legacy in a
rura village in Madagascar or a city in
Ukraine know the impact that Peace
Corps can have not only in that commu-
nity but also on the remainder of their
own careers.”

@h the believers how to think.

/A Fun Poem for theSOJ&

according to Julie Zollman
(our very own Zombie)

(NoTitle)
by Philip Appleman

Okarma, Dharma, pudding and pie
gimme abreak beforel die: grant mewis-
dom, will, and wit, purity, probity, pluck
and grit. Trustworthy, loyal, helpful, kind,
gimmegreat absand asteel-trap mind, and
forgive, ye Gods, some humble advice-
these little blessings would suffice to be-
get an earthly paradise: make the bad
people good-and the good people nice;
and before our world goes over the brink

J
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FOLLOW-UPMID-SERVICE EXAMS

Unfortunately, most |ab results had not been reported by the time most of you had completed your mid-service
exams. By now, however, |ab results are ready and you can check your results next time that you' re at the Peace
Corps office. | will personally contact all volunteers with abnormal 1ab results to discuss appropriate follow-up.
Keep in mind that all medical problems do not require immediate action. In those cases, follow-up may be
deferred until after Close of Service. .
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THE HEART OF THE MATTER

Ok so you thought that you’ d have accomplished lots by now but in reality, it's going slow. Now may be a good
timeto establish anew end point, say you set things up and the volunteer that replacesyou will run the next relay. You may haveto invest moretime
and energy in motivation and sharing information, but those are essential elements in bringing a project to fruition. Remember that at your sites,
hearts have been shattered, hearts have been silenced, and hearts have lost hope. In order to be effective, manage your expectations. Anger
and frustration can easily immobilize most of us. Contact your PSN rep or PCMO; get the support that you need. We're here for you.
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Due to a mix-up, our main medical supply order had to be resubmitted. We anticipate delivery within 4-6 weeks. This will not affect
volunteers requiring prescribed medications as whatever we don’'t have in stock we will obtain from alocal pharmacy. | am requesting,
however, that you put off restocking med kits until after the med shipment has arrived.

RATS, BATS and SNAKES
If these critters are entering your house, eradication may require atwo pronged approach. First, identify the point of entry and seal it off. Heavy
rainfall and electrical storms may damage housing, particularly older structures. Check for the appearance of holes and cracks in the walls and
ceiling after storms. Gaps around doors and windows also provide easy access to snakes and rodents. Caulking material and weather stripping will
quickly remedy these problems. Once you're air tight, you're ready for phase two, fumigation, (using commercial products), or extermination by
means of traps. Approach these animals with extreme caution, even if you think they’ re dead, remain well out of striking range. Rodent bites may
be toxic and snake bites may be lethal. In addition, contamination of food and water by rodent feces and urine carries the risk of Leptospirosis a
highly infectiousdisease. It's ok to commune with nature but it’s not ok to allow your personal living spaceto beinhabited by vermin. If you've got
amess, clean it up
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PCMO SITEVISITS
Aspromised, I'll be conducting long overdue site visits during February to see each volunteer in Group 2. I’'m looking forward to seeing
you out there in your element and wel come the opportunity to discuss issues that may be affecting your health and well being. Don’t forget
to contact the med unit if you will not be at your site for your scheduled visit so that it can be rescheduled.

WHO: All Peace Corps

DATE SITE PCV TIME ‘ ®  \Volunteers
07-Feb  Sitsatsaweni Vincent D’ Agostino  9:30am ‘- " ) ; _ ,
07-Feb  Makhewu Jacque Eisenberg 11:30am WH I_ERE' Country Director’s
07-Feb  Lukhetseni Caitlin Coogan 2pm Residence
10-Feb Nzameya Julie Zollmann 10am WHEN: February 14, 2006
10-Feb  Khubuta Marisa Harrison 12pm
TIME: 2PM to4 PM
21-Feb  Sibetsamoya Alyson Pesel 9am
21-Feb  Mahldlini Tegan Callahan 12:30pm WHY: Meet and Greet new
21-Feb KaDlovunga Sarah Coffey 2pm APCD Susan Olson
23-Feb  Luhlayeni Brigid O'Brien 10:00am —I‘ HOW: PCV Overnight at
23-Feb  Nkonjwa Kate Menninger 12pm I D Emafini Conference Center
Feb.14 Dinner and Wed.
24-Feb  Ethuzini Arlene Shaffer 9:30am Breakfast included.
24-Feb  Nsingizini Francie Picknell 12pm a “d Feb. 15 Morning
24-Feb  Matsanjeni Michelle Desmond ~ 2pm Inservice Program 8:30-11:30am
28Feb Zombodze  Cliff Okada 9:45am GEEE | S (RequiredMedica)
g : Transport to/from CD residence-
28-Feb  Engoleni Meredith Aggers 11:30am D

departing PCO beginning
1:30PM

28-Feb  Enkhungwini Stephanie Sauer 2pm
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Pan tS D OWﬂ (continued from page 1)

Never fear though, my regular kombie driver, Babe Jele, saw me and quickly raced meto the
hospital.

I'll also sparethe antics at Mankayane Hospital because simply they aren’t shocking. Nearly
every Swazi from village to clinic gasped at the site of my dead Cobra; some even shud-
dered/shrieked and ran. Basically | was given saline and asked to stand over the sink so |
could use my hand to splash saline solution from a bedpan into my eye (efficient and sani-
tary). | couldn’t have been happier to see (cloudily) Daynese arrive with the paramedics.
Finally, I knew | was in good care. They started the proper irrigation process in the ambu-
lance and administered some topical anesthetic eye drops.

Once at the clinic, | was given avariety of medicines for pain administered orally and by
injection, eyedrops, followed by eye patchesthat would cover my eyesfor the next 12 hours.

| started to get asmall taste of what it’slike to be blind: not knowing who was standing in
front of me or walking around me. In addition to Daynese, fellow PCV and friend Jacque
showed up, and the two of them shared the task of feeding me dinner.

Throughout the night, every 2 hours to be exact, | was given more eye drops and fresh
patches. Before noon the next day, | was given permission to try having the patches off to
test my vision, which proved, thankfully, to be just fine aside from some tenderness and a
“bruising” type pain. The next day, Swaziland’s only Ophthalmologist located in Siteki,
predicted “ no permanent eye damage.”

In the great words of Napoleon Dynamite: “Lucky.”

The African Rinkhals Cobra, it turns out, has a potentially fatal bite. They tend to give
three warning venom “ sprays’ beforethey strike, with aspraying capability of up to 3 meters
(10 feet) and are instinctually able to hit their antagonists directly in the eyes. 1’m thankful
now for my eyesight. It was such afreak occurrence, one that’s unlikely to happen again in
the next 1.5 years (hopefully).

Great thanks to Daynese, Jacque & the amazing paramedics and Mbabane Clinic staff, all

of whose help were amazing and so appreciated!

If you're like me, you may have found
yourself wondering about the changes that
have enveloped you since coming to the
Swaz. In coming here, | had dreamed of sim-
plifying my life and saw it as an opportunity
to “become my best.” Sometimes, though, |
find myself wondering if this experience has
been having the opposite effect on me by ex-
posing faults | never even knew | had.

Among the multitudes of stresses of Peace
Corps Swaziland, | have devel oped an edge |
didn’'t know | was capable of. | know from
talking to other female volunteers that this
new form of self-defense rearsits ugly head
asyet another man proposesto you or triesto
touch you. Sometimes even you are surprised
at the depth of your rage. Maybe it comes
when, for the 50" time someone says,
“Ngicelimali.” Or you’' ve been waiting for an
hour in line at the bank and they close for
lunch and slam the window in your face.

Cultural Mownitaimns,
Cultural Molehills

by Michelle Desmond, PCV

As volunteers we are constantly torn be-
tween being culturally sensitiveand giving a
taste of American culture; by being true to
ourselves or compromising becauseit makes
lifeeasier. It'sconfusing and exhausting. It's
not black and white but a choice we make
everyday, in nearly every situation.

| have no easy solution but | am trying to
monitor myself onthe days| am morelikely
to blow. Avoid the discussion about women’s
roleson thosedaysor just avoid public trans-
port. Maybe it's okay to blow up at the 300
Ib. make that just called YOU fat.

These areissues we all face though. They
consume our time here and | think it's time
we start talking about them. Share your sto-
ries, talk about your frustrations, and ideas
about how to deal. Let'susethe Sojoto have
a dialogue and a forum where we can dis-
cusstheseissuesand gauge our reactions, and
also to laugh at the small things that seemed
huge to us at the time.

ﬁ/ﬁaa/y 2006

Life Skills Zfpdate

The Peace Corps life Skills project is
nearing completion! We are now asking
for help getting feedback on the draft cur-
riculum, so it is perfect before it goes to
the printer. Group 3 has already been
roped into involvement as part of our of-
ficial pilot, butwe are asking Group 2 vol-
unteers who might be interested to also
help us out.

Ifyou are teaching or know someone in
your community who might be able to give
us good feedback please help us getthem
involved (example ideas: a rockin’ youth
Eruup member, an interested nurse, a

ucopho ortraditional healerinyour area
who can give constructive input).

We will put ten copies of the Life Skills
curriculum and feedback sheets an top
of the paperwark boxes (where you find
leave forms and such) in the volunteer
lounge on the 18th of January. Pick up
Euur copy and return it to Marissa's box

y May Ist. Contact Marissa, Tegan,
Caitlin, or BLIA with questions or i i/uu
want a manual and there are none [eft
Thanks for all your help!

(DIVERSITY COMMITTEE)

Diversity Committee i s having
their first quarter event, a
viewi ng of the novie “Crash”
on Feb 14 at Enmfini after
di nner. A discussion will
follow, and the D.C. will
provi de food! (Note: Al
volunteers will be staying at
Emafini that night for the all-
vol unt eer - conf erence). PCVs who
are interested should RSVP to
WIIl (631-6006) or Marisa (615-
2604) .

Al so, please remenber to use
the vol unteer Travel Log in the
| ounge at the office to record

\Qr experiences on your tri [y
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\ Bringing Color to a Blank Canvas
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: by Justine Spisak, PCV, SOJO

e | recently had the chance to sit

: down with Peace Corps Swaziland's

e nNewAssistant Director Susan Olson.

: We nestled into her office to chat,

o the white walls still bare, retaining

® the marks of fixtures from former

: APCDs: acanvasonwhichto recon-

e struct thislong vacant position.

: Immediately upon entering

e Susan’s world, one not only gets a

: sense of being in the hands of some-

e One competent but also someone

® who considers the conversation at ;

: hand, your conversation, to be of ~ Susan Olsonin her new office photo by Justine Spisak
: primary importance. This could be

o thedirect result of Olson’s 13 years of experience with Peace Corps. With disarming laughter,
® she describes her involvement that has included service from the angles of both volunteer and
< administrator.

e AnRPCV from Mauritaniain the 1980's, Olson served for 2 years as an Agriculture/Nutri-
: tion volunteer setting up community cooperative gardens. This was also where she met her
e husband Bruce, afellow volunteer, who has accompanied her on thistransatlantic career move.
: During their service, Bruce lived 30 km away, but in the golden days of Peace Corps (that
e being when they actually issued volunteers mopeds!) hewould simply put-put over theincred-
: ibly hot and dry terrain to visit.

e “My sitewas better than his. My site had food,” she jokingly recalls, summoning memories
® of gritty rice and dried fish.

: Originally born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, she attended Albion College in Michigan asan
e undergrad and post-Peace Corps grad where she earned a Master’s degree in public adminis-
o
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Patricia Austin, Country Director
austin(@sz.peacecorps.gov

cellphone 602-8516

Nwando Diallo, Administrative

Officer
ndiallo@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8s15

Susan Olson, APCD
solson(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8518

Lindiwe Dladla, Program Manager
Idladla@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8526

Mahlubi Hadebe, Program Asst. /

PEPFAR
mhadebe@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-7830

Simango Ntando,Training Director
sntando(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8527

Musa Malaza, Language & Culture

Cord.

mmalaza@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8528

Mfanafuthi Vilakati, Safety &

Security Coordinator
mvilakati(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8525

Sandla Msibi, Assistant Finance
smsibi(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 604-4918
*banking assistance
& allowances

Khabonina Kunene, Exectuive

Assistant
kkunene(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 603-3776
*for appts. w/CD

Shirley Kenny, Cashier
skinny(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 603-4244
*for reimbursements
& allowances

Thandi Mkhabela, Receptionist
tmkhabela(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 618-2980
*for leave requests & mail

Elliot Luhlanga, I'T Specialist
eluhlanga(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 615-9410

Daynese Santos, PCMO
dsantos(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 602-8s17

Nelsiwe Hlophe, Medical Asst.
nhlophe(@sz.peacecorps.gov
cellphone 625-1485
*for health and supplies issues.

tration with a concentration in health and human services management. After graduate school
she served as an assistant desk officer and eventually applied for the position of full desk
officer for the southern African Peace Corps countries of South Africa, Namibia, Botswana,
and Zambia.

Also accompanying Susan, Bruce, and their electric keyboard to Swaziland are their two
children, Kevin (12) and Nick (10), who have just been enrolled in schoolsin Swaziland, who
have, in an apparent act of love, safely shuttled their game cube across the ocean. Among other
essentials making their way to the Olsons' new homeis abasketball hoop which will arrivein
March. Yes, volunteers are invited to come over and pick up agame.

Olson is mindful that there has been a long gap between APCD’s and a good amount of
unexpected turnover. While she is aware of the lack of continuity this has created within the
program, her servicein Swaziland will last until August 1, 2008, which will include an overlap
period where she will train the next APCD and see the arrival of Group 6. Among her goals as
APCD, she hopesto improve volunteer support, an issue that has been raised in recent months.
Exactly what isincluded under this umbrellaterm has yet to be defined.

“Volunteer support means different things to different people,” she explains, athough she
doesintend to visit all volunteers within the next several months to become acquainted with
them and to help her identify what issues they consider important.

The blank canvasislooking more vibrant already.

Christmas in Malawi by Lliff Okada

| wake up in the middle of the night. The head lights of the bus guide us through acave
of monstroustrees. They loom over the road asif to engulf us, the bus and us, whole. The
only light for miles, I convince myself, is coming from the front of this bus. Inside, itis
dark and the mind-numbing hum of the engine rocks us all to sleep. | ook over at Brig,
and despite the darkness | catch a familiar sight; eyes closed, head rolled back, mouth
agape, zzzz. Me and my girl. Somewhere in Zimbabwe, on abus to Malawi.

Thiswould be our first night on the bus, and | thought to myself; lifeistruly about the
journey, not the destination. Though it helpswhen the destination is as beautiful asMa awi.

(next month catch the full inside scoop on their romantic honeymoon getaway trip)
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“Don’t ChaWish Your GirlfriendWasHot LikeMe...”

By Blia Yang

Make, Coogs, First Mate, Green Mamba, Gogo, 1J sidekick, Big
Booty Giraffe — some of the names you may know Caitlin Coogan
by. Shewasborninthe“Windy City,” thought to be switched at birth
because she looked Asian, with pitch black hair & almond shaped
eyes. However, after 23 years she’'s 61" with brown curly hair and
resided in Sante Fe, New Mexico until moving to Swaziland. She's
theoldest of 4 with supportive & loving Irish Catholic parents. Caitlin
graduated from Seattle University with adegreein Biology and played
Division Il basketball.

SheisMrs. Popular and has had many visitors from her best friend
D and D’s mom, her dad and her sister, and even her Uncle Tommy
whoisan RPCV from Gambia. Her best friend so happensto be her
bhuti, 13 year old Sandile. She’s known as the popcorn chef; she
uses a special recipe only for her friends. She is well integrated;
perhaps too integrated (she’'s been given a chicken by her mkhulu
and a baby calf from her family).

In her community, Lukhetseni, she is known as Siphesihle Matse
(“Beautiful gift of Saliva’). Sheiswell-known for her many Chicken
Income Generating Projects that she has started with familiesin the
community. Caitlin teaches Life Skillsat Tikhuba High School, and
recently has discovered her “Bill Gates’ hidden talents, by now be-
coming a Computer teacher too. At Intfutfuko Primary School, she
teachesLife Skills& Net Ball. Shelovesworking with the Lukhetseni
Youth Group because they are her most reliable activity she hasbeen
involved with. Their weekly meetings are leading up to income gen-
erating projects for the youth of Lukhetseni! She also assisted and
facilitated in raising funds for the completion of a Pre-School for 25
orphans & vulnerable children.

Along with all these activities that she doesin her village, sheisa
regular at Good Shepherd Hospital in Siteki, and isknown as*“Mother

Goose’ in the Pediatric Ward. Caitlin communicates better with
children than she does with adults, so she spends many hours rock-
ing the babies (we don't call her Make for nothing). Sheis aso
known to havethe most extensive“ Anne Geddes’ collection of Swazi
baby photos and is deciding on publishing a calendar for the Swaz.

Caitlin lovesto jog with her little sisi, Samu (AKA: “Peanut But-
ter thief”), has planted vegetables
and flowers with her make on the
homestead, loans out her extensive
collection of celebrity magazines,
along with educational books, herds -
the cows with her bhuti, and is a
regular at the diptank on Monday’s
in Lukhetseni.

In addition to her contributionsin
her community, Caitlin isinvolved
with the Peer Support Network
(PSN) & the creation of the Life
Skillsmanual. Caitlin has4 paths after Peace Corps: shewould like
to be the lead singer of the Pussy Cat Dolls (Vincent is her arch
nemesis by responding, “ Girl, you better start working on 3 hours of
pilates & yoga."), or dueto her last read of “Memoirs of a Geisha,”
sheiscontemplating about becoming a Geisha. Otherwise, shewould
liketo gotomedical school, orif all elsefailsshewould liketo bean
actress.

“I'm al alone on the plateau now, because all my PCV neighbors
have gone home, so please come visit me. | aso want to send a
shout out to Jennifer Anniston, you are oneclassy girl & VinceVaughn
is so much funnier,” Caitlin warmly expresses as she flips through
the latest US magazine.

The UnBreakable

By The Pussycat Doll Ssters

Number of sites she's had...3

Number of Siswati name's she’'s had...4

Number of cellphones she's had...6

Number of broken bones and stress

fractures she's had...10

Brigid's“Amerie” dance

moves...priceless.

Our corn fed lowa girl of Group 2 is
none other than Brigid O’ Brien. Brigid is
known for her ingenious dance moves, her
ability to “misplace” all items she owns, |
but most importantly, her warm charac-
ter. A middle child of 5, Brigid went to |
Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington to study Biology &
German. Now a Peace Corps volunteer, sheis not only helping her
community in many inspiring ways, but she is also encouraging
othersto join Peace Corps, namely her older sister Erin who visited
Brigid last September. If you ever need anything out of Brigid, just
offer her sweets, then she’ll be putty in your hands.

I remember one day during training when | was outside in the
blistering heat of an October month when | saw Brigid walking
down the dirt road next to my homestead in her straw hat and
milkwhiteskin. | eagerly called out her name, waving my armsand

[

hands, trying to grab her attention. After a few failed attempts at
wailing her name and flailing my limbsin midair like acrazy woman,
| didn’t understand why Brigid in her straw hat and milkwhite skin

wasn't responding to my friendly calls. It wasn't until my sikoni
came up to methat | understood why. My sikoni tellsme, “Oh, sisi,
that’s not your friend. That'san AL-been-O.”

15 months | ater, Brigid is now teaching at Lavundlamati Second-
ary School at Luhlanyeni (place of the crazy people) and isaso vol-
unteering at the VCT, assisting with the ARV program at Sithobela
Clinic. In addition, she assists the Sithobela Support Group in fa-
cilitation of meetings and activities. One of her favorite activitiesis
playing with the children at the Neighborhood Care Point, teaching
them some of her infamous dance moves. Brigid has an amazing
counterpart, Sisana, whoisan advocatefor HIV positiveliving. She
has been assisting Sisana with information outreach in her commu-
nity, focusing on STI’s. In her spare time, Brigid loves spending
time with her counterpart, her family, her bosisi via dance party, and
sitting with gogo under the jacaranda tree.

In the remaining 10 months she plans on starting a Drama Group
in her community, teaching Life Skills at Sihlangweni Primary
School, facilitating a Grief & Loss Workshop with the caregivers at
the NCP, and organizing a Girls Camp in April. After Peace Corps,
Brigid plans on attending medical school in the Carribean. Whilein
medical school, she plans on flying to Blia's B&B in Florida on
weekends to be a part-time chef preparing all the desserts, including
her favorite Scotcharoos. “Snaps all around!”

“When al elsefails, just dance.” -Brigid O’'Brien
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Intersections

Yow know yowre

HARD CORPS

when...

...you've begun to resemble
Quasimodo after 17 months of
Peace Corps service in
Swaziland after battling with a
pyscho make, changing three
sites, losing six cell phones,
changing her name four times,
and being mistaken for an AL B-
een-0 by her best friend. Word
of Advice: You have ten months
left, try to take it easy on your-
self. And God sakes, take alook
in the mirror before you step
outside.

Yow know yowre

fafb‘ &/c/o&

when...

(brainchild of the Japanese Sallion)

...you’ ve been your
match in alatrine with

' your pants down and
come out looking like
some thing out of an
Alfred Hitchcock
movie or even better
yet afly and you get
spoon fed by
Daynese.

The .

Swazl,

Anna’s Literary Box

L2

The Poisonwood Bible
by Barbara Kingsolver

Barbara Kingsolver's The Poisonwood Bible is a classic
piece of African historical fiction, chronicling a missionary
family’s move to the Belgium Congo during the 1960’s and
70's. Set on the backdrop of Patrice Laurent’s Marxist
revolution, the CIA’s successful coup, and the installation of
figurehead president Kabila, Kingsolver tellsthe poignant story
of afamily and country facing their own demons.

Thisbook encapsul atesthe essence of why | read. | read for
motivation and inspiration — eager to be pushed out of my
comfort zone and challenged by social injusticesand society’s
inequalities. Kingsolver, herself haswritten, “art istheantidote
that can call us back from the edge of numbness, restoring our
ability to feel for another.” The power of (good) fiction isits
ability to create empathy, lifting you away from your chair
and stuffing you down inside someone else's point of view.
Novels differ drastically from newspapers, which impart
information while allowing you to remain rooted in your own
perspective. A newspaper could tell someonethat millionshave
been raped and slaughtered over the course of the bloody
Congolese civil war, and that someone may think to herself,
“what atragedy,” and then turn the page to check the ten-day
forecast. But, astory tellsyou more; it bringsyou into thefold
of someone else’s reality, dropping you at the intersection of
the mundane and the humane. And sentence-by-sentence,
paragraph-by-paragraph, you begin to feel the sorrow in your
soul of afather burying his daughter. Page by page, chapter
by chapter, you beginto feel the achein your bones of amother
rebuilding her pillaged hut. Stories give shape and substance,
meaning and understanding to the heartbreaking wars and
conflicts in Africa, not newspaper statistics. And, it is this
storytelling, which Kingsolver has excelled and which The
Poisonwood Bible becomes the masterpiece.
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Che KNot Qo iversity Gommitice

gossip
column!”

Goss

In the Land of Swaz
*Vincent had a snake in his house

Currently serving on the diversity com-
® mittee, our group of six represents both
® maeandfemale, Afro-, Asian-, Indian- and
«Jabu has a dead tooth ® Biracial- Americans, We are gay, straight
«Muzi is no longer employed by P.C and bisexual, our religions stem from de-
*Blia& Caitlin went to Mozambique for ® vout Christians to atheism and we come
PSN o from al parts of the US. Through us, we
. A @ represent the majority of the minorities of
*Gavin does naughty thingsin chapels . .
«Caitlin had asnakein her pink rounduval & Peace Corps Swaziland (PCS). Thisisthe
e ® giversity weal share
Grifter’sis hiring a new manager )

. : . . Conversely, it will be argued that we are
Stephanie & Katearehostingawineand @ ot that diverse. Generally speaking, even

cheese party X
«Jacque's mom missed her flight back @ for the entire Peace Corps program, PCV's
home @ are young, college graduates that come

@ from middle class families who have had
«Sarah Hunt ran into Amber at the New ® the privilege of giving two years of their
York Metro Station : life to serve in the Peace Corps. That be-
*Brigid's friend back home is gettinga @ ing stated, thisisone of thereasonswe have
lecture on HIV by Justin Garland to celebrate our racial, sexual and cultural
«Jabu & Sarah Hunt hung out for an af @ differences. Without focusing on these
ternoon in California o differences, we would have the Republi-
“Will met a hot South African § canparty, Swazlland.
-Oghale's wife had a baby o Think aboutit. Wearen't diverse. Peace
«Jabu posts statisos on her windows that @ Corps .represents ahomogeneous group of
say: “Don’t knock on my door. Come .Amencans , to promote the US
back another day, i’ m sleeping” Goyernment s agenda of .global peace
Vincent’s bottom teeth are rotting ° (whﬂgaUSIedwar ragesonin I.r a). Many
«Jabu had arendezvous with a Parisian ® Swazis see the US as just being a large
® group of Caucasians with alot of money.

in his one man tent
. 1
«Lindsay had ies ﬁ\nd tolook at PCS, they’ re not too far off

Justine suspects she had scabies °

«Justin Knox ispaying avisitinMay @ Even though we do not have the GOP
-Blia's dog had seven pups but all died @ here in Swaziland, | sometimes wonder if
-Uncle Tommy is paying avisit in Feb. @ there is something a little more sinister to
«Everyone was stranded in Manzini on. @ the PC’'svalues. The magjority of our jobis

; . ®to promote cross-cultura exchange, only
Friday at the ATM because they didn’t '
nesy N seiheyddnt e lastly do wefocus on producing skilled la-

get paid and didn’t have enough money @ ) '

for their return trip home bor to delvel ol r‘1g nations. . .

«Caitlin dropped her phone and broke it ® o, we \.Nhlte’ educated, middle-income,

«Angela’s no longer hallucinating about ® young |.nd|V|duaIsare sent t.o tell hO.St cour-
@ try nationals about America, while they

® sharewith ustheir own culture. | can’'thelp

® hut think that innately we are spreading

Back Homein theLand of OZ ® . hitev's da “America bad.”
*Jewel’s next album comesout May 2 @ whitey's agenda “America IS not .
Also are we training Americans to think,

*Madonna’s going on tour this summer @ “W 't bomb th le. thev’
Coretta Scott King past away e VVecamti bomb hese peop'é, they re our

«NY-bound puppies are drug couriers @ friends.” Embrace the country that isonly

*Full House star addicted to Crystal Meth : willing to give you skilled labor only asan

«Cliff had a surprise CCU Braii

squirrels

by Wil Treese, PCV, Diversity Committee Menber

afterthought. One out of three is bad. Is the
majority of our job unjustly focused on; doesn’t
cross-cultural exchange happen naturally?

It would be afair question for someone to ask
about my intentions for being here. Honestly, |
believe in ‘the cause,’ not necessarily the PC's
cause, but that of fighting HIV/AIDS. If I'mable
tostop onechild fromlosing their parentsto HIV,
my PC time will have been worthwhile.

I’ve tried to combat this idea of ‘rich whitey’
and I'm being shot down...by myself! I've
thought about my own situation and have even
told Swazis that, “I’m not rich” and, by Ameri-
can standards, I’'m not. Even though | am an
American, |, for the moment, do not live in
America and when | go back, | will have afree
flight to the airport closest to my parent’s home.
| have glasses and my body percentage of fat is
higher than that of most Swazis my age. | have
visited four different continents, studied on three
of them and been in more countries than US
states. Yet, | am not wealthy; | am a volunteer.
Who should | be selling this idea to: Swazis or
myself?

It's difficult to explain to Swazis that there is
diversity in Americawhen they can't see the di-
versity in the people that have been flown here
to represent it. Even | am not able to let them
know that “I am a minority” for fear of being
ostracised. We take our group of white people
and repackage them with a token
(insert minority of your choice) and say, “Look!
Over here! We're diverse!” Gavin mentioned
this in December’s SOJO. He also mentioned
that he didn’t have the answers, nor do I. | give
only one suggestion of how to push PC in a dif-
ferent direction. Get an inner-city high school
drop-out who has to sell drugs to feed his child
and send him to do the same work that we are
doing here. Chances are they will be ableto re-
late to the situation here better than any of us
can. Besides, 66% of this position is only cul-
tural exchange and, in most schoolsin America,
that’s passing.

[Thisis Will'sfirst article, so be easy on him.
His PC dream is to see the development of PC
Vatican City; where he would like to focus on
Family Planning.]

*New planet bigger than Pluto P
*New Supreme Court justice sideswith @
Missouri Death Row inmate against be @
ing lethally injected

Suicide Bomber kills 5 in Afghanistan
eSaddam Hussein boycotts tria
*Britney Spearswill guest appear onWill
and Grace

etc..
worthy!

REMINDER! REMINDER! REMINDER!

Please (sicela) submit all kinds/types of submissions from
poetry, short stories, journal entries, gossip, soft & hard
corps, news stories, hints, tips, recipes, reviews,

.anythl ng and everything you could think of that is SOJO
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February (Ndiovana)-Cupid’s on Strike!

Sundy  Mondey ~ Tuesday Wodrestay Thursday Fritey — Saturds

7 2 3 4
DJs stido Jabu Khanyile
Admiral & Jah @HOF
Seed @HOF
5 6 7 8 9 70 77
z 73 74 75 76 77 78
Meet and Greet All Volunteer
PSN Staff . Party at Pattie’s Conference Freshly Ground
QuarterlyMeeting ____ @Emafini @HOF
Valentine's Day
79 20 27 22 23 KelysDevate oz 25
Competition at
President’s Day Elliot's Bday Shewula High
Lewis and Desiree School '
leave for Capetown Musa's Bday
26 27 28

SOJO POLL

Love is in the air, and Cupid’s taking aim.
In honor of Valentine’s Day, this month’s
poll question is:

Who in Swaziland do you wish was
your secret admirer?
® The King . .. who else?! ~Nwando
® Myself, or someone like me-Vincent
®Random dude who came to my homstead to
do govt. census...he was sooo HOT!~Justine
oKind of glad I don’t have one..no one-Julie Z,
®]essica Oya-Kelly & Alex
® No One -Kate & Sarah C.
®To answer questions like this would give
these polls validity ~Alyson
®Gavin-Andi
o Constance Simelane-Will
o[ ady Diana-Craig
®Babe Norman Thwala~Anonymous
®Sibusiso-Caitlin
oMy Vet and My Dentist~Jabu
®Vincent-Derek
o Will-Lindsay
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